Making a book on blurb.com

Treating images:

  Once your images are chosen and photoshopped to perfection, you need to prepare them for the bookmaking process.  Before you begin this step, you should have decided the size and orientation of your book (7”x7” square or 8”x10” in either vertical or horizontal orientation), and have an idea of the size at which you would like each image to appear on the page.

1.  Get rid of unnecessary information by merging all layers (“Layer”/”Flatten Image”).

2.  Convert your images into the smaller color space used by the printer (“Edit”/”Convert to Profile”, choosing “sRGB…” for color, “gray gamma 2.2” for b/w, using the “Adobe (ACE)” engine, “black point compensation” on, and experimenting with “perceptual” and “relative colorimetric” (for especially saturated, vivid images) intents.

3.  Now eliminate some more unnecessary info by converting your image from 16bit to 8 bit mode (“Image”/”Mode”/”8 Bits/Channel”).

4.  Finally, you must resample your image to 300dpi for optimal printing.  In the image size menu (“Image”/”Image Size”), first check that your document size, in inches, is correct for the book.  If not, with “Constrain Proportions” selected and “Resample Image” deselected, adjust your document size, in inches, with a priority towards standardized heights for most layout purposes.  Once your document size, in inches, is correct, go ahead and select “Resample Image” with some form of “Bicubic” resampling chosen in the resampling options menu at the bottom.  Then enter a “Resolution” of 300 pixels/inch and click OK.  

5.  Save your reformed image as a tiff or psd, possibly in a special folder for book images.  

Page layout:

  Assuming you’d like full control of your layout, as opposed to the many page templates offered by blurb, you’ll need to design a lefthand and righthand page template of your own.  The following instructions will make sure that you have the right size page and correct center and border guides.  Further layout complexity is limited only by your imagination.

1.  In Photoshop, choose “File”/”New” and start out with the following settings:
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The width and height shown are for the 8”x10” book in the vertical orientation.  For the 8”x10” book in horizontal orientation, substitute 2884x2471px.  For the 7”x7” square book, substitute 2063x2067px.

[image: image2..pict]2.  According to blurb, each page is going to be trimmed up to 1/8” on each of the three unbound sides.  In practice, we find that this is a pretty even 3/16” trim all around.  So, with the arrow tool, we recommend that you click on the ruler around your new image and drag guides into the document around 1/8”, on the three unbound sides (righthand page pictured).  For precise measurements, zoom in, and use the “info” panel.  If your guide keeps snapping to an edge, hold the control key while dragging for control.  If you want your image to bleed off of the edge of the page, it is necessary that you extend your image all the way to the edge of the page, sacrificing whatever portion of the 1/8” beyond the guide that gets trimmed by the printer.  If you are not going full bleed, treat the new guides as the probable final edges of your page.   

[image: image3..pict]3.  After accounting for that 1/8” trim on the outsides, place a guide at the horizontal and vertical center of each page.  Then, adjust the vertical center line about 3/8” to the outside to account for the gutter.  Also consider adjusting the horizontal line about 3/16” up, so that there is slightly more space under a centered image than above it.  

4.  Before saving, convert the profile of this page to sRGB… so that, like your images, it is properly adjusted for the blurb  printers.  Go ahead and save this righthand page template as a tiff or psd in a folder just for book pages.  Then, move the two vertical guide lines to the correct position for a lefthand page and save that in the same place.  

5.  Now, with both the righthand and lefthand templates open on your screen, start dropping in images etc, saving each to your pages folder with sequential names such as “page01, page02…”.  The first page must be a righthand page, which will appear directly inside the cover.  The first save for each page should be as a layered tiff or psd, so that you may go back and edit these pages later.  The second save (which you may want to do through batch action) should be in the png format, which is necessarily without layers.  These might go into a folder within your ‘pages’ folder called ‘final pages’.

6.  Finally, prepare a cover image with dimesions 2530x3080 for the 8”x10” vertical format, 3038x2555px for the 8”x10” horizontal format, or 2225x2142px for the 7”x7” square format.  Repspect the 1/8” trim on the three unbound sides, but do not account for a gutter on the bound side.  Again, save a layered tiff or psd for editing purposes and a final png for uploading to blurb.

In booksmart:


Create a new book with blurb’s new book setup.  

1.  In the first window, enter title and author information and select the book size/orientation before clicking continue.

2.  In the second window, choose “Photo book” from the starter layout menu at left and then click “Start Book Now” from the “Wint It” section at the bottom.  

3.  This should bring you to the main booksmart window.  At the bottom is the sequence of the minimum 20 pages, beginning with the cover and ending with the mandatory blurb barcode page.  Page 1 is set as a title page by default.  By selecting page 1 at the bottom and manipulating the “Apply Page Layout” panel at the top left, you may take advantage of many title page templates or select the full bleed option (top left) of the “Picture Layouts” if you have designed your own page01.  Also, page 2 is a copyright page by default.  Select it at bottom, and convert to the full bleed (totally gray page) option of the “Picture Layouts” at the top left if you have designed your own page02.

4.  Expand the “My Imported Photos” panel at the left of the window, by clicking on the title.  Click the “Get Photos” button, and select “My Computer…” so that you may navigate to your ‘final pages’ folder.  Highlight all of the png pages and click “Choose”. 

5.  Once your pages appear in the “My Imported Photos” panel at left, and with the page selected at the bottom of the screen that corresponds to the first page you plan to insert (probably page 1), click the “Autoflow” button in the “My Imported Photos” panel to insert your pages into the book in numerical order.  Of course, this can be done manually by dragging your page from the “My Imported Photos” panel to the proper place in the page sequence at the bottom of the screen.

6.  Click on the front cover in the page sequence at the bottom and choose “Cover: Softcover” from the bar above the page sequence.  Then import and drop in your cover image.  Make sure you delete the cover template’s space holding text for title, subtitle….

7.  Once you are satisfied with your layout, click “Preview Book” at the right edge of the bar above the page sequence at the bottom of the Booksmart window.  Flip through your book one last time before clicking the “Order Book” button that replaced the “Preview Book” button.  Go ahead and read the final checlist, then click continue.  Sign in with username “vesphoto” and password “tortilla”.  Your book will then upload to blurb.com where the management will order a copy once all uploads are in.  

8.  Finally, in Booksmart proceed to “File”/”Backup/Export book” and save this .book file to your personal hard drive in case you need to rework/resend your layout.  
