MAKING A LAYER MASK
Layer Masks are used to “paint in” (or erase) changes to specific parts of an image. You can use this technique to paint in or paint out the effects of any adjustment layer. 

Using Layer Masks to “paint in” a brighter sky with a large, soft brush:
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1) Once you’ve decided on an area of an image you want to adjust (i.e. the sky), create an adjustment layer. (LAYER > NEW ADJUSTMENT LAYER > CURVES, LEVELS OR HUE/SATURATION, etc.)
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2) Make an adjustment to the layer so that the area you want to change (the sky) looks better. With your eyes, try only to focus on the area of the image you want to change; don’t worry if your adjustment makes the rest of the image look bad – we will later paint the change in or out selectively. Once you have adjusted your layer the way you want it, hit “OK.”

3) Make sure your foreground is white, and your background is black. To switch foreground and background, click the “Toggle Switch” or simply hit the letter “X.” To adjust the color of either foreground or background, select the color and chose black or white on the color picker.
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4) Make sure your adjustment layer is active (i.e. your new layer should be highlighted in blue, as in first two pictures above) and Hit the “Apple” (() key + the “Delete” key (use the bigger of the two delete buttons on your keyboard – the one on the top right). This fills the mask in with black, which “masks” your layer, and thereby prevents it from affecting any part of the image.
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5) Select the brush tool (see icon below) by clicking on it, or simply by pushing the letter “B” on your keyboard. (Sometimes the Brush tool is hiding under the pencil tool. To switch to the brush tool, click and hold on the pencil tool.) 
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6) On the top left corner of your screen, chose a brush size and a hardness. I generally use between 0% and 35% hardness, although it depends on how “hard” an edge you want. You can also adjust brush size by using the “[“ (shrink) and the “]” (expand) keys.
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7) You can now “paint in” changes to your image using white ink. While white ink will “paint in” changes, black in will remove them. Remember that you can switch colors by hitting the letter “X” or by clicking the toggle switch. You can also paint with a shade of gray by clicking on the white box and choosing whatever shade of gray you want. This will “paint in” your change to a less extreme degree than will painting with white ink. 

8) You can also adjust the overall intensity of your layer mask adjusting the “Opacity” of the layer.
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